In the foreword of this remarkable book, the authors suggest that it is for the general scientist. They do it a disservice. It has much wider applications both as an invaluable aid for undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and as a useful reference for health policy makers and planners of cancer services at both national and local level. The next edition will iron out the problems and I hope improve on the public health policy in the ethics section but I hope it gets the wide readership it deserves. This book, which has over 50 different contributors, has five main sections. Section one contains a general discussion of the principals underlying geographical epidemiology and the potential strengths and weakness of ecological studies, well illustrated with examples. Different types of small-area studies are identified along with pitfalls associated with them. There is a checklist for those intending to investigate a suspected cluster of disease. Finally there is a discussion
